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 Music and Special Education
Fall 2013 Syllabus

Dr. Rhonda Fuelberth and Mrs. Lynda Laird, instructors
Dr. Fuelberth-347 Westbrook Music Building     402.472.3349     rfuelberth2@unl.edu

Academic Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday, and Friday 10:30 – 11:30 am, and by appointment
Mrs. Laird lairdlynda@gmail.com

Course 
Description
Function and 
contribution of 
music in the 
education of 
students with special 
needs, providing 

methodology and materials to implement an 
effective music program. Detailed study and 
practicum for the development of musical 
experiences for PreK-12 students with various 
exceptionalities, including giftedness. Focuses on: 
federal and state legislation, IEPs, assessments, 
adaptations of curriculum materials, current 
methodologies and research.

Prerequisites
MUED 344 or permission of the instructor. 
Parallel with MUED 497D or MUED 497T.

Required Text
Hammel, A. & Hourigan, R. (2011). Teaching music to 
students with special needs: A label-free approach. 
Oxford University Press.
Other readings available on Blackboard. 

Recommended Supplementary Texts
Adamek, M.S. & Darrow, A. A. (2010). Music in special 
education. American Music Therapy Association.

Reference Text (from MUED 344)
Campbell, P.S. & Scott-Kassner, C. (1995).  Music in 
childhood.  New York: Schirmer Books. 

Special Note
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact 
the instructor for a confidential discussion of their 
individual needs for academic accommodation. It is 
the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to 
provide flexible and individualized accommodation 
to students with documented disabilities that may 
affect their ability to fully participate in course 
activities or to meet course requirements.  To 
receive accommodation services, students must be 
registered with the Services for Students with 
Disabilities (SSD) office, 132 Canfield 
Administration, 472-3787 voice or TTY. Thank you.

MUED 470                9:30 am-10:20 am, WMB 009

mailto:rfuelberth2@unl.edu
mailto:rfuelberth2@unl.edu
mailto:llaird@huskers.unl.edu
mailto:llaird@huskers.unl.edu
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Course Objectives
To stimulate thought concerning the education of students with exceptionalities as it relates to life and the 
study of other aspects of music teaching.

To develop students’ abilities in analysis and decision-making consistent with some values orientation.

To develop a rationale for teaching music to students with exceptionalities.

To review Federal Legislation and related terminology for treatment and education of children with disabilities.

To review the history of special education in the United States and become familiar with various models of 
service delivery.  To review typical child development in the areas of physical, cognitive, social, emotional, and 
communication skills.

To familiarize students with literature and research in music education for children and adolescents with 
disabilities.

To understand evaluation, eligibility, and Individualized Education Plan (IEP) processes in school systems.

To study various exceptionalities, characteristics, and prognoses, common to children in public school settings.  
These disabilities may include developmental disabilities, physical disabilities, communication, and emotional and 
behavioral disorders, and to familiarize students with theories regarding the cause and appropriate treatment 
of the aforementioned disabilities.

To apply principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) to music lesson plan design, thereby creating effective 
music lessons for children and adolescents with disabilities, and to explore scientific techniques and adaptive 
instrumentation that may be used to facilitate the educational process of children and adolescents.

To study in-depth one topic concerning the education of student with exceptionalities.

To develop skills of observation, assessment, curricular planning, behavior management and scholarly writing.

Course Outline
See attached course calendar.

Instructional Activities
	
 Participation in class activities and discussions

	
 Presentations by the instructor

	
 Class assignments 

	
 Web-based reading assignments

	
 In-class presentations
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Course Assignments
Reading Reflection Blog

Each student will contribute to the daily class blog, posting an approximately 300-word response to the daily 
readings. These readings are starred in your course calendar. There are a number of ways to approach these 
open-ended posts. In any case, strive for thoughtfulness and nuance. Some options for prompts to get you 
started--1) Choose a passage that intrigued you, upset you, puzzled you, or otherwise provoked you to think 
about its meaning. Write a post in which you discuss the passage, its meaning, and your reaction. 2) Three 
words-Choose any three words that are especially significant in the text, and explain why they are so 
significant.  3) Thoughts about the reading. Post your thoughts about some aspect of the article or chapter.  4) 
Write about an aspect of the day’s reading that you don’t understand, or something that jars you. 5) Formulate 
an insightful question or two about the reading and then attempt to answer your own questions; or respond to 
another student’s post, building upon it or re-thinking it. To ensure that everyone has a chance to read the blog 
before class, post your response by midnight the evening before class.  There are 22 designated readings for 
our class this semester. Each blog entry with an earned grade of √ or higher results in the addition of 1 point 
to this total. [20 points]

Assessment Rubric

√+ Exceptional. The blog post is focused and coherently integrates examples with explanations or analysis.  New 
insights are offered, and connections are made between the information presented and previous course content and 
ideas. The entry reflects in-depth engagement with the topic.

√ Satisfactory. The blog post is reasonably focused, and explanations or analysis are mostly based on examples or other 
evidence. Fewer connections are made between ideas, and though new insights are offered, they are not fully developed. 
The post reflects moderate engagement with the topic.

√-Limited or No Credit.The blog post is missing, is unfocused, or simply rehashes previous comments, and displays no 
evidence of student engagement with the topic.

Annotated Bibliography for Class Presentation and In-Depth Report

Students will sign up for a specific topic that will serve as a focus for their Annotated Bibliography, a Class 
Presentation (with partner) and the final In-Depth Report. Students will sign up online for topics during the 
first week of class. 

Step 1: Sign up for a topic using the online sign up form. Topics encompass a wide variety of possible 
exceptionalities exhibited by learners in the music classroom. 

Step 2: Students will use electronic and print library resources to find supporting materials for their specific 
topic. Resources must include 3 professional articles (or book chapters) and 3 research studies that help the 
student prepare for their in-class presentation and final in-depth report. 

Step 3: Students will compile and submit an annotated bibliography of resources found in Step 2. Studies need 
to be copied/scanned/linked and electronically submitted to the instructor through the Assignments page of 
our course Blackboard site. Each annotation will include the study/article citation (in APA style), an indication 
of whether the article is a research study or professional article, and a single spaced, half page summary. If a 
persistent link to the article is included in the citation submitted, no further copying or scanning is necessary. 
[10 points] **See note about citation format at the end of the In-Depth Report assignment description.
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Class Presentation on Assigned Area of Exceptionality

Students will deliver a professional presentation, with a class partner, on their assigned area of exceptionality.  
Content will be organized logically and Power Point or Keynote should be used to support the presentation. 
While the outline format is flexible, students must include the information summarized in the table below (In-
Depth Report). Details regarding the presentation (e.g. time limit, assigned date, etc.) will be discussed in class. 
Students will post a copy of their presentation notes to a designated Blackboard blog on the date they present 
their report to the class. [15 points]

Overview of the exceptionality Education

*Definition of incidence (% of school children with the exceptionality) *Common educational needs

*Etiology *Recommended instructional approaches or teaching techniques

*Characteristics of the exceptionality *Typical services received by children and their families

*Vocational prospects (long term outcomes)

*Assistive devices (if applicable)

In-Depth Report

Class participants will write an 6-7 page in-depth report on a particular exceptionality.  While the presentation 
is completed in pairs, the In-Depth Report is to be completed individually. Be sure to include the information 
listed in the following table. Note that the first two columns overlap the information included in the Class 
Presentation table. The In-Depth report includes a more specific application to the music classroom. [20 
points]

Overview of the exceptionality Education Music Instruction

*Definition of incidence (% of school children 
with the exceptionality)

*Common educational needs *Suggested use of music to meet the needs of 
students

*Etiology *Recommended instructional approaches or 
teaching techniques

*Common goals and objectives

*Characteristics of the exceptionality *Typical services received by children and 
their families

*Educational Techniques

*Vocational prospects (long term outcomes) *Teaming/Collaboration

*Assistive devices (if applicable) *Unique contributions of music education

NOTE: Please use the writing style guidelines from the American Psychological Association. For more information on these guidelines 
you may access the APA web site, consult the paper copy of the APA Manual from the UNL Libraries system, or by stopping by my 
office to examine the APA Manual in person. The following citations are examples of citations in APA format:

Book
Culatta, R. A. (2003). Fundamentals of special education: What every teacher needs to know. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 

Pearson Education, Inc.
Journal Article
Ekholm, E. (2000). The effect of singing mode and seating arrangement on choral blend and overall choral 

sound. Journal of Research in Music Education, 48 (2), 123-35.
[If you are more comfortable using another style guide, please discuss it with the instructors via e-mail.]
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Universal Design Application

For this assignment you will apply principles of Universal Design to a previously developed lesson music lesson 
plan. Many strategies, adaptations, and accommodations, when implemented for all learners in the classroom, 
make music materials and objectives more accessible for all learners. Many of these adjustments are considered 
master teacher techniques and not only benefit students with exceptionalities, but also students who are not 
receiving special education services.

Universal Design for Learning is an educational approach with three primary principles : 

Multiple means of representation, to give diverse learners options for acquiring information and knowledge,

Multiple means of action and expression, to provide learners options for demonstrating what they know,

Multiple means of engagement, to tap into learners' interests, offer appropriate challenges, and increase 
motivation

Step 1: Examine lesson plans you have developed for either a methods class or practicum experience. Choose 
one lesson plan and apply ideas of universal design to ensure the success of all students in the classroom, 
including students who have particular educational needs. 

Step 2: Plan and deliver an inclusive lesson for a music class of your choosing. The purpose of this assignment is 
to practice making major or minor adjustments to current practice to ensure success for all learners. 
Representative case studies of students who have particular exceptionalities will be assigned and will be 
available through the Blackboard site. 

Step 3: Submit your lesson plan and supplementary materials to the course Blackboard site. Please post your 
original lesson plan, as well as your revised lesson plan with application of the three primary principles of 
Universal Design for Learning.

Step 4: Teach the lesson to the entire class and evaluate a video of your teaching to assess your application of 
UDL principles as well as your general teacher effectiveness. Students will submit the lesson plan on the 
Assignments page as well as to the Blackboard blog on the date indicated in the course calendar. The instructor 
will assign areas of exceptionality to be addressed and due dates for each lesson. [15 points for the lesson 
planned, delivered, and evaluated (8-lesson plan, 5-presentation, 2-Video evaluation)]

Professionalism

See Professionalism Statement below. [20 points]
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Grading Procedures

Students will receive a grade based on a point system based on the following point distribution:

Reading Reflections 20

Annotated Bibliography 10

Class Presentation 15

Universal Design 
Application

15

In-Depth Report 20

Professionalism 20

TOTAL 100

Grading Scale
99 - 100%  	
 A+
95 - 98% 	
 A
93 - 94% 	
 A-
91 - 92% 	
 B+
87 - 90% 	
 B
85 - 86% 	
 B-
83 - 84% 	
 C+
79 - 82% 	
 C
77 - 78% 	
 C-
75 - 76% 	
 D+
71 - 74% 	
 D
69 - 70% 	
 D-
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Importance of Course Grades to Degree Program

Admission into the Music Teacher Education Program requires a grade of C or better in MUED 201 and 
MUED 244, and a grade of Pass in the MUED 297 practicum. Failure to attain these minimum grades will 
prevent enrollment in 300-level MUED courses.

Placement in student teaching requires a grade of C+ or better AND a minimum GPA of 2.5 in all 300- and 
400-level MUED courses: MUED 343, MUED 344, MUED 345, MUED 346, MUED 374, and MUED 470. Student 
teaching also requires a grade of Pass in all 300- and 400-level practica: MUED 397a, MUED 397b/d, and MUED 
497d/t. Note that a C+ equal a 2.33 GPA. Thus, earning a C+ in all of these courses would NOT produce the 
minimum 2.5 GPA required. Failure to attain these minimum grades and minimum GPA will prevent placement 
in student teaching.

Professionalism

Students are to demonstrate the professionalism expected of practicing music educators. Basic elements of 
professionalism include (1) consistent and punctual attendance, (2) professional conduct, communication, and 
presence, (3) proper and timely completion of assignments, and (4) active involvement in music education 
professional organizations. Assessment of professionalism will rely on students providing indicators of their 
understanding and valuing these elements:

1.	
 Records for class meetings and practicum appointments will indicate students’ appreciation of 
consistent and punctual attendance.

2.	
 Observations of in-class and out-of-class interactions with students and professors (e.g., email) will 
indicate students’ development of professional conduct and communication skills. Professional presence will be 
demonstrated through the students’ Music Education Portfolio (on Blackboard). Students are required to 
update their portfolio materials as directed in this syllabus (additional detail provided by the course 
instructor).

3.	
 Records of submitted materials will indicate students’ proper completion of assignments. 

4.	
 A membership roster of UNL’s Collegiate MENC (CMENC) chapter will indicate students’ involvement 
in a professional organization. 

CMENC Membership: Students must join CMENC through UNL chapter’s fall membership drive (i.e., not 
online through MENC’s website). Membership is accomplished by submitting a completed application form (to 
be provided) and cash/check payment of the membership fee to the CMENC faculty advisor or student 
chapter treasurer (checks made payable to “UNL CMENC”). The deadline for submitting these materials is 
OCTOBER 15.

Alternative Assignment: Students who are not members of CMENC must complete an alternative assignment 
to indicate his or her understanding of the importance of involvement in the organized music education 
profession. This assignment requires students to write monthly reviews of the MENC’s publications the Music 
Educators Journal and Teaching Music. The assignment specifications are available upon request. All article 
reviews are due by the last day of classes for the semester.
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Attendance

Students are to notify the instructor of an absence prior to the beginning of class, or as soon as foreseen if 
known earlier. For unforeseen absences, such as sudden illness or car troubles, students will call the instructor’s 
office. These calls must be made at least 30 minutes prior to the start of class. For planned absences (i.e., those 
known about two or more days in advance), students may email the instructor. The instructor will provide 
confirmation of the planned absence through an email response. If that email confirmation has not been 
received by the morning of the absence, students should place a phone call (as with unforeseen absences) to 
be certain advanced notice has been provided. 

Any absence from class without this prior notification is an unexcused absence. Each unexcused absence will 
result in a deduction of 10 points from the Professionalism grade. Note: This means after only two unexcused 
absences, the best class grade possible is a C. Tardiness may also affect the Professionalism grade. Students may 
be required to provide documentation of absences or tardiness.
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Date Topic Readings and 
Assignments

8/26/2013 Course Introduction

Introduction to Music 
Education in Inclusive 
Environments

8/28/2013 The Big Picture: Equal 
Opportunity

*Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 1
[In Depth Report Sign-up]

8/30/2013 Terminology *Darrow, Sticks and Stones (article 
on BB)

September 2 Labor Day Holiday-No Classes

9/04/2013 Special Education Today *Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 2

9/06/2013 Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA)

Individualized Education Plans 
(IEPs)

IDEA Website (link on BB)
NICHCY Educating Children (ages 
3-22)

9/09/2013 Student-Centered, Inclusive Music 
Education Classrooms

*Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 
5	


9/11/2013 Inclusion/Collaboration *MEJ/GMT articles (on BB)

9/13/2013 Universal Design for Learning 
(UDL)

No reading
Work on Annotated Bibliography 
assignment

9/16/2013 Approaches for Teaching Students 
with Special Needs

*Hammel & Hourigan Chapter 4

9/18/2013 Motivation/Classroom 
Management

*Adamek & Darrow, Chapter 5 
(on BB)

9/20/2013 Collaboration: Music Educators 
and Music Therapists

Music Therapy articles (on BB)
[Annotated Bibliography 
due]

Week

1

Week

2

Week

3

Week

4
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Date Topic Readings and 
Assignments

9/23/2013 Emotional or Behavioral 
Disorders

*Darrow, GMT (on BB)
NICHCY Fact Sheet for daily 
topics (on BB)

9/25/2013 Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder

*NICHCY Fact Sheet for daily 
topics (on BB)

9/27/2013 Intellectual Disabilities *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

9/30/2013 Learning Disabilities *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/02/2013 Traumatic Brain Injury *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/04/2013 Autism and other Autism 
Spectrum Disorders

*NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/07/2013 Giftedness *Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 8
Johnsen Article (on BB)

10/09/2013 Vision Loss *Peruse web materials
NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/11/2013 Hearing Loss *Darrow article (on BB)
NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/014/2013 Physical Disabilities *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/16/2013 Speech and Language Disorders *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

10/18/2013 Guest Presentation-Dr. Patricia 
Shehan Campbell

10/21/2013 Fall Break - No Classes

10/23/2013 Other Health Impairments *NICHCY Fact Sheets for daily 
topics (on BB)

Week

5

Week

6

Week

7

Week

8

Week

9
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Date Topic Readings and 
Assignments

10/25/2013 Curriculum and Assessment for 
Students with Special Needs

*Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 6

10/28/2013 Teaching Strategies for Performers 
with Special Needs

*Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 7

10/30/2013 Resource Show and Tell Hammel & Hourigan, Chapter 9
(Be ready to present one resource 
to the rest of the class)

11/01/2013 Universal Design Examples View	  the	  following	  videos	  and	  prepare	  
a	  blog-‐style	  response	  to	  share	  in	  class

http://www.udlcenter.org/
resource_library/videos/udlcenter/
guidelines
http://udlseries.udlcenter.org/
presentations/bach_to_gaga.html

11/04/2013 Universal Design Application Prep

10/06/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/08/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/11/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/13/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/15/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/18/2013 UDL Application 
Presentations

11/20/2013 The Instrumental Classroom
Disability in the Media

*MEJ Articles (on BB)
Perusal of Disability/Media 
websites (links on BB)

11/22/2013 No Class-NMEA-Music Ed Majors to 
attend NMEA Conference

11/25/2012 Class topic TBA

Week

10

Week

11

Week

12

Week

13

Week

14

http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://www.udlcenter.org/resource_library/videos/udlcenter/guidelines
http://udlseries.udlcenter.org/presentations/bach_to_gaga.html
http://udlseries.udlcenter.org/presentations/bach_to_gaga.html
http://udlseries.udlcenter.org/presentations/bach_to_gaga.html
http://udlseries.udlcenter.org/presentations/bach_to_gaga.html
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Date Topic Readings and 
Assignments

November 27-29, 2013 No Classes-Thanksgiving Break

12/02/2013 Class Presentation on 
Assigned Area of 
Exceptionality

12/04/2013 Class Presentation on 
Assigned Area of 
Exceptionality

12/06/2013 Class Presentation on 
Assigned Area of 
Exceptionality

12/09/2013 Class Presentation on 
Assigned Area of 
Exceptionality

12/11/2013 Class Presentation on 
Assigned Area of 
Exceptionality

12/13/2013 In-Depth Reports

Student Teaching Checks

In-Depth Report Due

Week

15

Week

16


