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Inclusive Music Education
Summer 2013 Syllabus

Class meets via the Internet through the Blackboard Course Management System 9.1
Dr. Rhonda Fuelberth, instructor
347 Westbrook Music Building 402.472.3349 rfuelberth2@unl.edu
Virtual Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 9:45 – 10:30 am, and by appointment
Course Description

Required Texts

This course is designed to study the function and
contribution of music in the education of students
with special needs providing methodology and
materials to implement an effective music program.
Detailed study leading to the development of
musical experiences for exceptional students of all
ages. Focuses on legal foundations, litigation, and
legislation involving students with disabilities, such
as IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act), Section 504 (Vocational Rehabilitation Act),
and ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act);
accommodation of students with disabilities and
adaptations of curriculum materials; strategies to
develop an inclusive music classroom environment;
and current methodologies and research.

The only required textbook for the course will be an
online text based on a concept for teaching all
learners called Universal Design for Learning. A side
benefit of this text is that it is free. We will also
supplement the text with music education-specific
readings that will also be available online.

Prerequisites
MUED 344 or permission of the instructor.

Recommended Supplementary Texts
Please read the Announcements section of the course
website for more specifics about recommended texts.

Hammel, A. & Hourigan, R. (2011). Teaching music to
students with special needs: A label-free approach.
Oxford University Press.
Adamek, M.S. & Darrow, A. A. (2010). Music in special
education. American Music Therapy Association

Special Note
Students with disabilities are encouraged to contact
the instructor for a confidential discussion of their
individual needs for academic accommodation. It is
the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln to
provide flexible and individualized accommodation to
students with documented disabilities that may affect
their ability to fully participate in course activities or to
meet course requirements. To receive
accommodation services, students must be registered
with the Services for Students with Disabilities (SSD)
office, 132 Canfield Administration, 472-3787 voice or
TTY. Thank you.
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Course Objectives
To stimulate thought concerning the education of students with exceptionalities as it relates to life
and the study of other aspects of music teaching.
To develop a rationale for teaching music to all students, including students with exceptionalities.
To review the history of special education in the United States including Federal Legislation, and to
review related terminology for the education of children with various learning strengths and
challenges.
To review typical child development in the areas of physical, cognitive, social, emotional, and
communication skills.
To familiarize students with literature and research in music education for children and adolescents
with disabilities.
To develop the ability to organize music experiences appropriate to the individual needs of children
and adolescents within an inclusive music classroom.
To use the framework of Universal Design for Learning to adjust curriculum goals, instructional
materials, teaching methods, and assessments, making music education accessible and engaging
for all learners in the music environment.
To study various exceptionalities, characteristics, and prognoses, common to children in public
school settings. These challenges may manifest themselves through differences in cognition,
communication, language and culture, behavioral or emotional challenges, sensory challenges, and/
or physical or medical conditions.
To study in-depth one topic concerning the education of student with exceptionalities.

Course Structure
This course is structured around five learning modules. Every week we will begin a new module
related to a specific topic regarding music and special education. Each module will begin on
Monday, with the conclusion of the module taking place the following Monday. The only exception to
this will be during the final week of classes. During this week the Module will start on Monday and
will end Friday. New modules will be posted the Friday before the module start date in case you
need a head start due to summer schedules. For each module there will be folders entitled
Introduction, Objectives, Readings, Discussion Questions, Lecture/Hand-outs, Assignments/Tasks,
Web Resources and Supplementary Materials. All readings will either be from our online course text
or will be available on-line through Blackboard. For your in-depth report, you may use these
resources as well as on-line and print materials from the UNL Libraries system.
In each module, you will complete various assignments or tasks related to the module. These might
involve posting contributions to the discussion board or adjusting lesson plans and materials for
students with a variety of learning needs.
Our interactions with one another will be “asynchronous” – we’ll use Blackboard tools like e-mail,
blogs, and an on-line discussion forum to exchange our thoughts. These tools will enable each of us
to participate at a time of day that is convenient to us. Since the discussions will be ongoing,
however, you will be expected to log into the course at least three times per week (and not all in the
same day!) so you can participate effectively. I will hold “virtual” office hours so that you know I will
be working on course materials at the same time each weekday. During this time, I will frequently
check the discussion boards and my e-mail so that I can respond to your questions and discussion
entries. I will also periodically check e-mail at other times of the day. In any event, you can expect a
reply to e-mail requests within 24 hours.
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It might be helpful to establish a standard time each day/week to work on this class and then “just
do it.” It’s easy to get behind in an on-line course and it’s hard to catch up. In a typical summer faceto face course we would spend 6 hours and 15 minutes each week in the classroom and several
more hours reading and doing assignments during the week. This class will take similar time
commitments.

Course Outline
See attached course calendar.

Course Activities
Reading assignments from the online textbook and journal articles
Participation in on-line class activities and discussions
Online presentations by the instructor
Class assignments
Web site perusal

Course Assignments
Discussion Boards
For module, participate in the on-line discussion board addressing the assigned readings for the
week. You may access the Discussion Board two different ways. 1) Simply click on Discussion Board
directly in the module. 2) Click on the Discussion Board button on the course main page. For each
module, you will choose four discussion questions to answer. You will also respond to at least two
other postings from other students in the class. Blackboard it set up so that you must first post your
own response before responding to other students’ entries. The Discussion Rubric that follows will
help guide your participation in the Discussion Board aspect of each module.

Points

Posted on Time

Quantity

Quality

10

Yes

Posting includes answers to 4
questions– at least 2 additional
interactions/responses that
advance the ideas in other
students’ responses through
questions and/or supported
remarks

Entries include cited
ideas from the readings
+ thoughtful
relationships to
experiences + introduce
new ideas and questions

6

Yes

Posting includes answers to at
least 2 questions – at least 1
additional interaction/response
that interprets the ideas in
other students’ responses

Entries include cited
ideas from the readings
+ relationships to
experience
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Website Perusal and Recommendations
Website Perusal and Recommendations: For each module, you will be directed to peruse specific
Web sites related to the module topic. You will also perform Internet searches to discover new
materials that will benefit your teaching. For each module, peruse the assigned websites and find
one additional site that you feel would be a beneficial resource for your classmates and other music
educators. We will use the blog tool to submit recommended websites so that we can share
materials with the entire class. With your permission, I will also add your cited website
recommendations to a web resource I am creating for music educators. This website will also be
available to you upon completion of the class. To complete the assignment, follow instructions
included in the module. Please post the URL, the name of the sponsoring organization(s), and a 3-4
sentence description of the website content.

Universal Design for Learning in Music Strategy Bank
Using principles from the online text, Teaching Every Student in the Digital Age: Universal Design for
Learning by David H. Rose & Anne Meyer, and case studies, readings, and handouts from our course
website, contribute to our Universal Design for Learning Strategy Bank. Many strategies,
adaptations, and accommodations, when implemented for all learners in the classroom, make music
materials and objectives more accessible for all learners. Many of these adjustments are considered
master teacher techniques and should not only benefit students with exceptionalities, but also
students who may not be receiving special education services.
Universal Design for Learning is an educational approach with three primary principles :
Multiple means of representation, to give diverse learners options for acquiring information and
knowledge,
Multiple means of action and expression, to provide learners options for demonstrating what they
know,
Multiple means of engagement, to tap into learners' interests, offer appropriate challenges, and
increase motivation
For the strategy bank assignment (Modules 3, 4, and 5), follow instructions included in the modules.
Targeting the learning needs of the students with the specific learning strengths and challenges in
each of these three modules, please post two or three strategies for each of the UDL principles
listed above. We will again use the blog tool to submit recommended strategies so that we can share
materials with the entire class. With your permission, I will also add your cited UDL Strategy Bank
contributions to a web resource I am creating for music educators.

In-Depth Report
Class participants will write an 10-12 page in-depth report on any topic of choice that is relevant to
music and special education. You may choose to study topics such as inclusion, special education
and the law, paraprofessionals in the music classroom, or the role of music therapists in the public
schools, for example. You may also choose to study a particular exceptionality. A list of possible
exceptionality categories can be obtained from the course calendar. If the paper examines a
particular exceptionality, be sure to include the information listed in the following table.
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Overview of the exceptionality

Education

Music Instruction

Definition of incidence (% of
school children with the
exceptionality)

Common educational needs

Suggested use of music to meet
the needs of students

Etiology

Recommended instructional
approaches or teaching
techniques

Common goals and objectives

Characteristics of the
exceptionality

Typical services received by
children and their families

Educational Techniques

Vocational prospects (long term
outcomes)

Teaming/Collaboration

Assistive devices (if applicable)

Unique contributions of music
education

NOTE: Please use the writing style guidelines from the American Psychological Association. For
more information on these guidelines you may access the APA web site, consult the paper copy of
the APA Manual from the UNL Libraries system, by stopping by my office to examine the APA
Manual in person, or by consulting this helpful APA guide provided by Purdue’s Online Writing Lab.
The following citations are examples of citations in APA format:
Book
Culatta, R. A. (2003). Fundamentals of special education: What every teacher needs to know. Upper
Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.
Journal Article
Ekholm, E. (2000). The effect of singing mode and seating arrangement on choral blend and overall
choral sound. Journal of Research in Music Education, 48(2), 123-35.
APA is the same style guide you used in Introduction to Research in Music Education, if you have
taken this course already. If you are more comfortable using another style guide, please discuss it
with the instructor via e-mail.
The In-Depth Report is due July 12. If additional time is needed, please discuss this in advance with
the instructor.

Professionalism
Professionalism: Students are to demonstrate the professionalism expected of practicing music
educators. Basic elements of professionalism include (1) consistent use of the class site as well as
consistent submission of assignments (2) professional conduct and communication with colleagues
and students.
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Grading Procedures
Students will receive a grade based on a point system based on the following point distribution:
Module 1 Discussion Board

15

Module 1 Web site recommendation

5

Module 2 Discussion Board

15

Module 2 Web site recommendation

5

Module 3 Discussion Board

15

Module 3 Web site recommendation

5

Module 4 Discussion Board

15

Module 4 Web site recommendation

5

Module 5 Discussion Board

15

Module 5 Web site recommendation

5

Discussion Board/Web Recommendations Total
UDL Strategy Bank Module 3

10

UDL Strategy Bank Module 4

10

UDL Strategy Bank Module 5

10

In-depth Report

60

Professionalism

10

Other Class Assignment Total

100

TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS

200

100

**Assignments completed in a scholarly manner and submitted on time will receive full credit. If
illness or family emergency prevents you from submitting an assignment, the instructor is to be
contacted on or before the day in which the assignment is due. If the absence is supported by
documentation, the assignment date will be altered. No incompletes will be given except as
provided for in the UNL catalog.

Course Calendar....
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Date

Module

Topic

Week of June 10

Module 1

Course Introduction
Special Education Today
Special Education Law/IDEA/ IEPs
Inclusion and Collaboration
Introduction to Music Education in Inclusive
Environments
Terminology

Week of June 17

Module 2

Introduction to Music Education In Inclusive
Environments
Effective Instruction for All Learners
Implications for Music Instruction
Lesson Planning and Adaptations

Week of June 24

Module 3

Higher Incidence Disabilities
Speech/Language
Disorders
Learning Disabilities
Intellectual Disabilities
Emotional/
Behavioral Disorders

Week of July 1

Module 4

Lower Incidence Disabilities
Blindness/Low Vision
Hearing Loss
Physical Disabilities
Other Health Impairments
Severe / Multiple Disabilities
Autism

Week of July 8

Module 5

Other Learning Needs
ADD, ADHD
Giftedness
Culturally / Linguistically
Diverse Backgrounds
At-Risk
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